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MEGA-URBAN
OPEN SPACES

A joint German-Moroccan research project is exploring
new forms of urban agriculture which could offer a solution
for open space provision in the mega-cities of tomorrow.

apid and uncontrollable development, the increasing gap between

the rich and the poor, problems with the provision of housing and

technical infrastructure, mainly transport — these are the drastic
terms used time and again to describe the challenges facing urban growth
centres outside Europe. Against this backdrop the discussion on open
space systems for tomorrow’s mega-cities seems almost a luxury. But that’s
misleading. It is the current developments that set the course for the
future quality of life in cities. What will open spaces in the mega-cities of
the future look like? What is their function? And how can they become an
integral part of cities which are growing at a pace that cannot be controlled
through planning — in as far as it exists — and characterised by a large pro-
portion of informal spatial developments?

Securing and allocating agricultural land in peri-urban areas today
could be a possible approach to future mega-urban open space systems.
For more than three years a German-Moroccan research team has been
working on this problem using the example of Casablanca in a study with-
in the scope of the German mega-city research project funded by the Fed-
eral Ministry of Education and Research.

The region of Casablanca — Dar el Beida in Arabic — is the largest and
most densely populated area in the Kingdom of Morocco. 22 per cent of
the country’s urban population already lived in the region in 1994. Owing
to the largest port in Africa, 60 per cent of Morocco’s industry is based here.
Casablanca is the economic engine of the country. While at the beginning
of the 20th century a small urban settlement of approximately 20,000
inhabitants was marked on the map, the picture has changed completely
within one century. Today, the region extends across an area of 869 square
kilometres. It has a population of almost four million and there will be an
estimated 4.6 million inhabitants in 2015. Rapid urbanisation is related to
informal settlements here too.


















